
What To Expect 
Felony Criminal Charges 

What to expect and how Jon Frank, as your lawyer, can help.

Police Officer arrests you

Prosecutor files charges - if there is 
enough evidence to prosecute

Call Jon Frank at 877-FRANK-LAW
or 586-727-1900

Arraignment
• Guilty/Not Guilty
• Decisions of Bail
• Terms of Pre-Trial Release

If a Motion to Dismiss is necessary,  
Jon will file one with the court.

District Court - Charges are filed

Guilty Verdict Not Guilty Verdict

Sentencing

Appeal - optional

PCC - Probable Cause Conference.
• Do we negotiate a plea on felony?
• Do we want to waive the Preliminary Exam?

Trial

Waive Preliminary Exam
• �Jon rarely waives the  

Preliminary Exam; it’s a 
chance to cross-examine 
officers and prepare for trial

Complete Preliminary 
Exam

• �Cross-examine  
prosecution  
witnesses

Arraignment
• Guilty/Not Guilty
• �Continue/Increase 

Bail?
• �Terms of Pre-Trial 

Release
• �Includes Misdemeanor 

Charges on same  
defendant

Circuit Court Pretrial
• Enter negotiated plea?

Judge grants  
Bindover  
on Felony

Judge denies Bindover -
• Felony case is dimissed

• Case continues in  
District Court on  

misdemeanor charges

Circuit Court Pretrial
• Set up new trial date?
• �Possible motions to 

suppress evidence?
• Date may be adjourned

Felony Criminal Charges Timeline 

Charges Filed / Arraignment / Probable Cause / Preliminary Examination 
				          Conference		   
						            	 Assuming Bindover / Circuit Court / Pretrial/Motions 	
									                    Arraignment      to Suppress 

CONFUSING? Call an expert at 877-FRANK-LAWor 586-727-1900


